Rationale for 23rd January – Healthcare Challenges Forum

Following on from the away day in June 2006 there have been discussions between the Preparation for Modernised Healthcare Workgroup, the Advisory Management Group and the Operational Management Group about re-aligning the work of the Preparation for Modernised Healthcare Workgroup and Health of the Population Workgroup. 
As a result of these discussions, it has been agreed that we should merge these existing workstreams to form a new Healthcare Challenges Working Group. The remit of the Healthcare Challenges Working Group will be to identify and articulate key long term challenges relating to modernised healthcare and public health, which educational innovation could help to address. This group will have a balanced representation from both service and educational partners, to help stimulate meaningful dialogue on the priority issues. 
The intention is that the output from the Healthcare Challenges Working Group, together with the thinking about challenges relating to the patient’s experience provided by the People with Experience Working Group will then be used to help inform discussions in each of the workstreams. This information would not be intended to limit ‘blue skies’ thinking within different groups, but will hopefully help to support them in the development of detailed plans to apply innovative educational methods to the key challenges, in order to test approaches and produce specific outcomes.

The Operational Group agreed that a meeting would be held in January 2007, in order to continue these discussions. The purpose of this workshop is to provide an opportunity to discuss and refresh thinking about the policy drivers in both Health and Education. 
The day will be split into two sections with all members of all the workgroups being invited to the morning and lunch (9:30 - 1:30) and the Convenors and Deputy Convenors spending the afternoon discussing with the new Healthcare Challenges workgroup the outcomes from the morning session and implications for the CETL programme. A number of brief discussion papers are currently being prepared and will be circulated prior to the event, to help stimulate discussion.
